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Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published In acoordanee 
with act of Congress approyed Pebmary 15, 1893. 

Vol. XV. Washington, D. C, December 7, 1900. No. 49. 



NOTICE. 

Any person on the mailing list of the Public Health Bbpobts who, at any time, 
foils to receive promptly this publication will confer a favor by notifying the Snrgeon- 
G^neral of the United States Marine-Hospital Service. 



UNITED STATES. 



[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Beport on the effects of the Danysz virus No. 2 as a destroyer of rats and 

mice. 

San Fbanoisoo Quaeantine Station, 

Angel Island, Cal., November 21, 1900. 
Sib : In reply to Borean letter of September 24, relating to a con- 
signment of Danysz virus No. 2, which was sent to me for the purpose 
of destroying rats and mice in San Francisco, I have the honor to state 
that immediately on the receipt of the virus I apprised the local board 
of health to this effect, and placed the virus at its disposal. Owing to 
some complication which I am unable to understand, the board did not 
avail itself of the offer until a short time ago, when I was requested to 
submit to their bacteriologist two or three tabes of the virus. This I 
accordingly did. 

I have made several experiments with the virus here at the station 
for the purpose of destroying rats, and report that it appears to do its 
work very well. The storehouse on two occasions has become infested 
with mice. The Danysz virus was placed in the storehouse, and in 
about eight days after no mice were to be seen. I am of the opinion 
that in a short time the city board of health will make use of the virus, 
and will require considerably more than is now on hand. 

Eespectflilly, J. J. Kinyotjn, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 
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